[Autism spectrum disorder: Etiological, diagnostic and therapeutic aspects].
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) was described for the first time in 1943 by Leo Kanner, and since 2004, 18 490 articles in the subject have been published, which in turn have been cited 48 416 times.1 Almost half of these publications come from the United States of America and the vast maority of the efforts to improve the quality of life of these patients have taken place in developed countries. This disorder consists of an inability to acquire social and emotional skills during early development that progressively results in variable degrees of social adaptation discapacity. The etiology is multifactorial and includes functional and structural neurological abnormalities, some of them with putative genetic and/or epigenetic origin. There is an alarming lack of knowledge in the subject among health care professionals. The purpose of this systematic review is to summarize the most relevant historical, diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of ASD.